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_ Urban Development InStitute / Ontario

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
May 23, 2006 MAY 2 6 2006
Mayor Don Cousens R E C E IV E D
Town of Markham

101 Town Centre Boulevard
Markham, Ontario
L3R 9W3

Dear Mayor Cousens:

Re:  Markham Small Streams Study, Final Draft Report, Revised April 17, 2006

On May 4, 2006, the Town of Markham (“Town”) released Markham Small Streams
Study, Principles and Strategies for the Protection and Management of Small Drainage
Courses, Final Draft Report, Revised April 17, 2006 (“draft Study”) along with a
companion document: the Town of Markham Small Streams Study Comment Response
Report (“Response Report”), which documents the Consultant’s response to the
comments received regarding the first draft of the Small Streams Study as released in
December 2004. We understand that it is the intention of Town staff to submit the draft

Study to Council on June 13, 2006.

We are writing to advise you of the Urban Development Institute/Ontario’s (“UDI”)
reservations respecting the draft Study as well as our discontent with the timing of this

initiative.

UDI is of the firm belief that the draft Study, if widely implemented, will greatly impact
the Town’s ability to meet its obligations under the, soon to be released, Growth Plan for
the Greater Golden Horseshoe, Places to Grow. UDV/Ontario believes that the draft Study
will not only negatively impact future growth in the Town but that these impacts will
reverberate in other municipalities across the Greater Golden Horseshoe and quite

possibly the province.

UDI understands that the Town does not intend to implement the draft Study until all the
other required background studies are completed and integrated into a comprehensive
policy and plan. Unfortunately, past experience reveals that once this type of study is
released and sanctioned by a municipal Council, Conservation Authorities, other agencies
and municipalities (with a less than thorough understanding of Markham’s municipal
planning process) will adopt the recommendations and require applicants to integrate

them into their plans.

2025 SHEPPARD AVENUE EAST, SUITE 2208 * TORONTO « ONTARIO « M2J 1V6 = (416) 498-9121 « FAX (416) 498-6356

www.udiontario.com
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As the Town does not have plans to implement the draft Study’s recommendations in the
near future and in light of the potential significant impacts identified, UDI does not
comprehend the haste with which this initiative is moving forward.

As well as the speed with which this initiative is proceeding, the consultation process
undertaken by the Town in this matter also concerns UDI. As a significant stakeholder,
UDI York Chapter has made good faith efforts to monitor and consult with the Town
respecting the development of the draft Study. Our members have provided the Town
with comprehensive technical written submissions, along with a request for further
meetings to engage in detailed discussions. Town staff appeared to be receptive to UDI
involvement and input and agreed to: 1. Keep UDI informed of the progression of the
draft Study; 2. Provide additional information to our sub-committee so that UDI could
respond more fully prior to the draft Study being released; and, 3. Coordinate a meeting
to discuss our concerns.

Regrettably, due to delays and tight constraints, the originally agreed upon consultation
process and timeline was not realized - leaving UDI unable to respond prior to the draft
Study being released on May 4, 2006. UDI members have some apprehension that the
Town is not interested in our input and does not intend to address UDI’s concerns. We
request clarification of the Town’s intent respecting further consultation so that we can
determine the most strategic future investment of our volunteer sub-committee’s time and

effort.

UDI understands that differences of opinion are inevitable and agreement cannot always
be reached, but in our past experience with the Town we have found that UDI members
and staff have been able to establish genial working relationships and undertake good
faith negotiations. UDI submits that both organizations benefit from a transparent
process that is built on trust, which is why we are disillusioned by our recent experience

with the Town.

In conclusion, we request that the draft Study not be submitted to Council at this time as
we submit that it is premature and will have unintended consequences if adopted and also
so that we may engage the Town in further detailed discussion.
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For your information we have attached a copy of our previous submission to the Town
along with further technical comments. (Due to time constraints we are unable to offer
comprehensive comments at this time regarding the draft Study as revised and released

on May 4, 2006.)

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss this matter further.

Sincerely,

il kg~

Neil Rodgers
President

Copy to: Frank Scarpitti, Deputy Mayor
Members of Council
John Livey, Chief Administrative Officer
Alan Brown, Director, Engineering
Lilli Duoba, Senior Project Coordinator, Rouge Park & Environment

UDI/Ontario York Chapter
UDI/Ontario Markham Small Streams Study Sub-Committee




