
CANADA’S MOST INNOVATIVE AND CREATIVE BUSINESS 
GROWTH PLAN COMPETITION

OPEN TO UP-AND-COMING TECHNOLOGY AND EXPORT 
ORIENTED COMPANIES ACROSS ONTARIO

“As Canada’s High-Tech capital, we’re delighted to be supporting and

encouraging the growth of business in Markham with the help of our partners,

GWL, Jim Brown of Colliers, FIT by Design, and The Innovation Synergy

Centre.  The 2007 Markham Space Race supports the corporate goals and

objectives of each of the sponsoring organizations and will give a growing

business a chance to thrive.”

Mayor, Frank Scarpitti

 

THE TOWN OF MARKHAM, THE INNOVATION SYNERGY CENTRE 

IN MARKHAM (ISCM), GWL REALTY ADVISORS, JIM BROWN OF      

COLLIERS INTERNATIONAL, AND FIT BY DESIGN

PROUDLY PRESENT THE 

S E C O N D  A N N U A L



A Personal Message from the Premier



The Markham Space Race is a growth plan competition for technology companies.  It celebrates innovation, creativity and most 
importantly, a business strategy that focuses on growth.  

The Markham Space Race is a community initiative that brings together business and government service providers in support of 
high-tech companies in Markham, Canada’s high-tech capital.  The depth of this community effort is best illustrated by reviewing the 
list of supporters.  

Many companies have great technology and inspirational leaders.  However, few companies have the resources to communicate their 
message to their target market and even fewer companies have the resources to actually implement their growth strategies.  This is 
where the Markham Space Race steps in.  The company with the most compelling growth strategy wins the use of a fully furnished, 
1,000 square foot office in GWL Realty’s Class A office space in Markham’s technology corridor for one year!

The winning company will now be in a position to implement their growth strategy and reach new levels of success.  The free publicity 
that comes along with winning will also enhance the winning company’s community profile.

The Markham Space Race is all about growth and we invite you to grow with us.  Please feel free to call any of the Markham Space 
Race Founders and help us grow. 
 

What is  the Markham Space Race?

L-R: Dennis Meharchand, CEO, Valt.X Technologies Inc., Shawn T. Lim, Chief Operating Offi cer, Flatline Solutions Inc., John Collie, President, Rescue 7 Inc.

2006 FINALISTS



2006 AWARDS

1st Prize

GWL Realty Advisors
1,000 square feet of Class A office space for one year 
Valleywood Corporate Centre, 60 Columbia Way, Suite 101, 
Markham Ontario

FIT by Design & Build Inc.
Ergonomic office furnishings for 60 Columbia Way.

Office space wired by CaTECH Systems Ltd.

2nd Prize
Wilson Vukelich LLP - $3,000 credit value towards delivery of 
desired business law services

The Insurers Financial Group - $3,000 credit value towards 
delivery of desired commercial insurance coverages from  available 
insurers

BDO Dunwoody LLP  - $3,000 credit value towards delivery of 
desired  Scientific Research & Experimental Development services

Burns Hubley LLP -  $3,000 credit value towards delivery of 
desired general corporate tax planning and /or  accounting & book-
keeping services

Pivotal Integrated HR Solutions -  $3,000 credit value towards 
delivery of desired small business HR diagnostic services

Q1 Capital Partners  - $3,000 credit value towards delivery of 
financial advisory services

3rd Prize
Wilson Vukelich LLP - $2,000 credit value towards delivery of 
desired business law services

The Insurers Financial Group - $2,000 credit value towards 
delivery of desired commercial insurance coverages  from available 
insurers

BDO Dunwoody LLP - $2,000 credit value towards delivery of 
desired  Scientific Research & Experimental Development services

Burns Hubley LLP  - $2,000 credit value towards delivery of 
desired general corporate tax planning and/or accounting & book-
keeping services

Pivotal Integrated HR Solutions - $2,000 credit value towards 
delivery of desired small business HR diagnostic services

Q1 Capital Partners -  $2,000 credit value towards delivery of 
financial advisory services

L-R: Neel Parikh, Zaid Mian & Shawn T. Lim, Flatline Solutions Inc.  

John Collie, Rescue 7 Inc.  

Dennis Meharchand, Valt.X Technologies Inc.  



Summary of Sponsor Benefits and Promotional Exposure
 

Benefits
 
In consideration of the payment of the Sponsorship Fee, the Markham Space Race shall, directly or indirectly, arrange to provide the 
Sponsor with the following specific benefits:
 

1. Media exposure for the Sponsor in connection with the 2007 Competition, including:
 
  Recognition within newspaper, radio and television outlets;

  Prominent display of the Sponsor’s name and/or logo on the official 2007 Competition web site and event signs 
  displayed at a variety of events;

  Verbal recognition of the Sponsor during the Awards Dinner;
  
  Acknowledgement in the Awards Dinner Program Guide and Top Three Finalist Video Profiles played at the 
  Awards Dinner (table signs are also place on each Sponsored table);

  Recognition on all other direct marketing materials distributed in association with the Contest not included above  
  (i.e. Town of Markham, Colliers International, York Technology Association, ISCM, Markham Small Business Enter
  prise Centre);
 

2. Invitation to a special reception for the 2007 Competition finalists, sponsors and judges (the “Reception”) providing an       
 opportunity to meet with all 2007 Competition finalists and/or participants who attend the Reception.

3. Gold Sponsor - a reserved table for four (4) people at the Awards Dinner (cash value of approximately $500.00).

4. In-Kind or Event Sponsors - a reserved table for two (2) people at the Awards Dinner (cash value of approximately 
 $250.00).

5. Table signs with Sponsor logos at the Awards Dinner.

Markham Space Race Finalists

Former Mayor Don Cousens, Town of Markham

Arlene Bynon, Host of Bynon’s Toronto Weekend, AM640 Toronto Radio



MEDIA COVERAGE

MARKHAM SPACE RACE

MEDIA RELATIONS UPDATE

November 2006

Attending Media – Markham Space Race Awards Dinner

IT World Canada

Markham Cornell Crier

Ming Pao Daily

OMNI Television

Rogers Television

Newspapers

Markham Economist & Sun/York Region newspapers: (November 30)

Ming Pao: (November 27)

National Post: (November 20 business calendar)

Sing Tao Daily: (November 29)

Toronto Star: (November 20 business calendar)

On-Line Media

IT World Canada: (November 27)

Television

Rogers Television, Daytime:  (Interviewed B. Glandfield and S. Lim on November 29)

Rogers Television, News: (Story aired on the 6:00 p.m. newscast on November 24 and repeated throughout the evening)

OMNI Television: (Posted the event in its public service announcements of several shows during the week of November 20)

Will Cover

CP24: (Will interview S. Lim during the week of December 4; timing of coverage to be confirmed on November 30)

Durham Business Times: (Will cover in the January issue)

Fairchild Television: (Will interview S. Lim the week of December 4)

Markham Cornell Crier: (Article to appear in the January 2007 issue, and possibly earlier online)

OMNI Television: (Coverage will air on various shows throughout the weekend of December 2)

S.O.H.O. Magazine: (Will cover in the February 2007 issue)



MEDIA COVERAGE

MARKHAM SPACE RACE

MEDIA RELATIONS UPDATE

August 2006

Newspapers
Markham Economist & Sun (August 19) 
Richmond Hill Liberal (August 19) 
Sing Tao Newspaper (August 22)

On-Line Media
CHEV Radio, Markham (August 22, several times)
Globe and Mail.com (August 18)
IT Business (August 22) 
IT World Canada.com (August 18) 

Radio 
CFRB Radio (August 25)
CFTR/680 News Radio (August 26-27, four reports)

Television
Fairchild Television (August 22, two reports)
Rogers Cable 10 (August 23) 



MEDIA COVERAGE

MARKHAM SPACE RACE

Summary Audience Reach

August 2006

 

MARKHAM SPACE RACE 
Summary Audience Reach 

August 2006

Newspapers

Markham Economist & Sun ...............................................................................................50,000
Richmond Hill Liberal .........................................................................................................87,000
Sing Tao Newspaper ............................................................................................................90,000

SUBTOTAL.........................................................................................................................227,000

On-Line Media

CHEV Radio, Markham ...........................................................................................................n/a
Globe and Mail.com ...........................................................................................................375,000
IT Business ............................................................................................................................80,000
IT World Canada.com .........................................................................................................90,000

SUBTOTAL...................................................................................................................... 545,000+

Radio

680 Radio News (four reports) ............................................................................................276,000
CFRB Radio .......................................................................................................................162,000

SUBTOTAL.........................................................................................................................438,000

Television

Fairchild Television  (two reports) .....................................................................................301,040  
Rogers Cable 10 ..................................................................................................................190,000

SUBTOTAL.........................................................................................................................491,040

GRAND TOTAL AUDIENCE REACH ..................................................................... 1,701,040+ 



MEDIA COVERAGE



MEDIA COVERAGE



Markham Space Race 2007 

Dates of Importance* 
  

February 26, 2007  Contest Launched & Media/Marketing Program Commences 
  
June 29, 2007  Contest Closes 
  
September 13, 2007 Markham Space Race Reception (sponsors, judges, contestants)

November 22, 2007 Awards Dinner 
  
* Note: Dates are approximate and are subject to change

Markham Space Race Founders

The Markham Space Race Founders are:
 

Dave Bergeron, GWL Realty Advisors david.Bergeron@gwlra.com 905-475-4023

Jim Brown, Colliers International jim.brown@colliers.com  416-492-2000

Peter Sheedy, FIT by Design peter@fitergo.com 416-425-0660 x263

Darren Ciastko, Town of Markham  dciastko@markham.ca 905-477-7000 x2655

Bob Glandfield, Innovation Synergy Centre Markham bob.glandfield@iscm.ca 905-248-2710.



THANK YOU!

Thank you to all the 2006 sponsors for making the first year of the Markham Space Race a huge success.

Founding Members:

In-Kind Sponsors:

Gold Members:

Sands Commercial
Floor Coverings

Proudly Supported By:

WILSON VUKELICH LLP
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS

If you would like to become part of the Markham Space Race and sponsor, please contact:

Dave Bergeron, GWL Realty Advisors david.Bergeron@gwlra.com 905-475-4023

Jim Brown, Colliers International jim.brown@colliers.com  416-492-2000

Darren Ciastko, Town of Markham  dciastko@markham.ca 905-477-7000 x2655

Peter Sheedy, FIT by Design peter@fitergo.com 416-425-0660 x263

Chris Milden, The Insurers Financial Group cmildon@ifgcanada.com 905 707-5141 x1011




