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~ Community Conservation

CONSERVATION

Greenway  Boreal Forest Biodiversity Nature Reserve

Environmental Advisory

[ d
Committees
g:()_m_“ll.ll’_'l}i - More and more of the decisions about land-use planning in Ontario are now
e L made at the municipal level because of provincial government "downloading"
g I _T -I-l:a ~ and budget cutbacks. This increased focus on local decision making means
PO—‘C-Y—QM - now is the time to establish more municipal environmental advisory

- ¥ 22k - T 'tt EAC .
A Citizens' Toolkit committees ( )

%OI-E‘M,  There are over 447 municipalities in Ontario, but only 36 of them officially
famrvation ~involve local citizens in environmental decisions through environmental

advisory committees. Herells information about EACs.

ﬁ-ﬁv—{&m@* e Aresolution or by-law of your municipal council creates an EAC.
acvisory e Itis a group of community members who are appointed by the council

Qg u—‘-@z ; g to provide advice on environmental concerns to the council.
‘ 550 o EAC members act as volunteers who freely provide their expertise and
: ~ ‘ experience related to conservation and the environment. Your
A municipality benefits as it is unlikely it could always afford consultants
,‘Ul%—‘lﬁ : with equivalent expertise.
= e An EAC only gives advicellyour municipal council still makes the
“¥Donate Today final decisions.

- : e An EAC can work on either a broad range of environmental issues
(recycling, water quality, environmental monitoring, land-use
_ S ST planning) or have a particular focus, depending on the council(ls
N atur ew : decision about the EACs mandate. A common thread running
e through all Ontario EACs is involvement in land-use planning for
‘ . nature conservation.
o EACs typically meet once a month on a weekday evening; issue-
specific sub-committees may meet between the regular monthly
meetings.

Success in community conservation involves learning from others who have
travelled the same road before you. That(s why itls very useful for EAC
members across Ontario to stay in touch, to share experiences, provide
information about new publications and upcoming events, and get questions
about particular problems answered.



ATTACHMENT 2
MARKHAM CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

Composition

The Committee shall be comprised of twelve (12) members of the public appointed
by Council and the past chair will sit as ex-officio. Two (2) additional members shall

be appointed from Council.

Staff liaison from the Environmental Services Department; and one (l) position
made available to the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority.

Note: The Chair or designate of the Markham Conservation Committee is to be
appointed to the Environmental Issues Committee to provide input when matters of
the Markham Environmental Sustainability Fund are considered. In addition, the
Chair or designation of the Markham Conservation Committee is to be appointed to
the Cycling and Pedestrian Advisory Committee.

Term of Office

Offsetting terms of office of 1, 2, 3 or 4 years in duration.

Duties and Function

to assist Council with the development of resource and environmental initiatives.

¢ to educate and inform the public about the values of conservation and the role
of stewardship in the management of the natural environment.

e to provide a coordinating role with which to assist the Town of Markham in
planning and implementing restoration work.

e to undertake fund raising programs to accelerate the restoration/rehabilitation of
selected natural areas.

e to act as an umbrella organization to assist community groups with conservation
activities in the Town of Markham.

Code of Ethics

Recognizing responsibilities to the people, desiring to inspire public confidence and
respect for government and believing that honesty, integrity, loyalty, justice, and
courtesy form the basis of ethical conduct, a Committee member:

e puts public interest above individual group or social interest and considers the
position as an opportunity to serve society.

e recognizes that government service is a public trust that imposes responsibility
to conserve public resources, funds and materials.
1



MARKHAM CONSERVATION COMMITTEE (Cont'd)

never offers, gives nor accepts any gifts, favours, or service that might tend to
influence the discharge of duties.

Code of Ethics (cont'd.)

never uses the position to secure advantage or favour for self, family or friends.

never discloses confidential information gained by reason of position, nor uses
such information for personal gain.

declares a conflict of interest and withdraws from Committee participation on
any matter that involves a personal direct or indirect financial interest.

Sub-Committees

1.

Sub-committees may be created to assist and/or advise the Markham
Conservation Committee (MCC).

A Chair for each Sub-committee, defined by the Markham Conservation
Committee, will be appointed from the members of the Markham Conservation
Committee. The Sub-committee chair will coordinate, and administer the
meetings of the Sub-committee and report to the Markham Conservation

Committee as necessary.

The Markham Conservation Committee may appoint, at the request of the Chair
of the Sub-committee, additional members to sit on the Sub-committee. These
representatives will be regarded as non-voting members.

The Chair of the Sub-committee will be called upon to hold meetings of the sub-
committees as deemed necessary, independent of the Markham Conservation

Committee meeting.

The Chair of the Sub-committee may call upon Staff of the Town of Markham for
technical advice or support.

Resolutions and/or recommendations by the Sub-committee will be presented
by the Chair of the Sub-committee to the Markham Conservation Committee for

consideration.

The term of a Sub-committee shall be January through December.

Remuneration

None



MARKHAM CONSERVATION COMMITTEE (Cont'd)

Frequency of Meetings

The fourth Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m.



ATTACHMENT 3

MARKHAM ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE - proposed

Mission
To provide advice to Council on environmental policy, planning and sustainability and
promote environmental awareness within the community.

Committee Composition

Fourteen (14) members of the public appointed by Council. Past Chair will sit as ex-officio.
Members to be selected for their environmental knowledge, expertise, community
experience and ability to attend meetings. One (1) Council member shall also be appointed.

The Chair, or designated Committee member, is appointed to the Cycling and Pedestrian
Advisory Committee, Environmental Issues Committee and other Committees, as
determined by Council.

Term of Office
Staggered terms of office of 1, 2, 3 or 4 years.

Committee Operation
Meeting minutes and recommendations shall be received by General Committee and

Council following each meeting.

Action Plan | ~
An annual action (work) plan and budget will be prepared. The Committee will also report

on their accomplishments from the previous year.

Frequency of Meetings
Monthly.

Municipal Staff roles ’
1 Clerk for administrative support. Also, Staff from appropriate Commissions shall provide
advisory support to the Committee for projects.

Role and Mandate
Markham EAC is a dedicated group of volunteers who:

e educate and inform the public about the value and protection of the environment;

e provides advice to Council on environmental policy, planning and sustainability;

e promotes conservation and stewardship of the environment through outreach into the
community;



assists the Town of Markham in planning and implementing restoration and
rehabilitation of natural areas;
assists community groups with conservation activities in the Town of Markham.

Projects undertaken should not overlap with the work of other committees/working
groups and be consistent and support Town policy and initiatives.

General Conduct and Code of Ethics
Recognizing the importance of ethical conduct to the community and the corporation, a
Committee member shall:

put public interest above individual, group or social interests and consider this position
as an opportunity to serve society;

treat other Committee members and Town staff with respect and courtesy at all times;
recognize that government service is a public trust that imposes responsibility to
conserve public resources, funds and materials;

never offer, give, or accept gifts, favours, services that might tend to influence the
discharge of duties;

never use the position to secure advantage;

never disclose confidential information;

declare a conflict of interest and withdraw from Committee participation on any matter
that involves a direct or indirect personal financial interest
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