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MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF THE
MAIN STREET MARKHAM COMMITTEE

Town of Markham

York Room - Civic Centre

February 18, 2009
Members
Regrets

Phil Howes
Ibrahim Ali 

Deirdre Kavanagh 

Diane Kobelansky 

Jonathan Mingay

Diane More


Wil Pialagitis

Peter Ross



Keith Thirgood

Helen Walter
Councillor John Webster

Councillor Carolina Moretti 

Staff

Regan Hutcheson, Manager, Heritage Planning

Kitty Bavington, Committee Clerk
The second meeting of the Main Street Markham Committee meeting in 2009 convened at 5:50 PM with Councillor John Webster in the Chair.
1.
ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE


MAIN STREET MARKHAM COMMITTEE IN 2009


RECOMMENDATION:

That the Minutes of the Main Street Markham Committee meeting held on 

January 21, 2009, be adopted.  











    CARRIED
                                    

2.
UPDATES:

a)
Interpretation Sub-Committee
Staff advised that the project is progressing, and an interim report is expected this week. It will be reviewed by the Sub-committee and a report will be provided to the Committee at a future meeting. 
b)
Environmental Assessment – Main Street 
There was nothing new to report.
c)
Winter Damage to Trees and Benches

Phil Howes advised that the winter damage has increased and most of the benches are now gone. The Committee discussed options regarding sturdier designs or alternate anchoring methods. The benches located in locations susceptible to damage from snowplows should be removed, however, the Town wants the benches to be permanently anchored in concrete to avoid theft. A suggestion was made that an alternative method may be to use a sona tube to make a concrete pier that the bench could be hooked to, and unhooked from for winter removal. It was noted that more benches are lost to snowplow damage than to theft.

RECOMMENDATION:
That Operations staff investigate a sona tube anchoring system, from which the benches can be disconnected;
And that Operations staff be requested to attend the next Main Street Markham Committee meeting to discuss the feasibility of this system and other solutions.

CARRIED

d)
Incoming Planning Applications

Staff advised that a preconsultation meeting had been held regarding a proposed redevelopment plan on Main Street.

The Committee discussed methods of ensuring that façades are constructed the same as the plan that is presented for approval. It was suggested that the Letter of Credit that is held to ensure that construction occurs substantially as planned, could be increased.

e)
Status of Town Square Feasibility Study

Staff advised that the report is being finalized.
f)
Public Washrooms

Councillor Webster advised that all BIA’s had been consulted during the process. The Committee commented that the public washrooms were a great advantage last year and they appreciate having them again this year. 
g)
Main Street Markham Budget Sub-Committee

The Budget has been approved by Council, including the request from the MSM Committee for enhanced plantings in the two parkettes.

It was also noted that barrels and baskets have been reduced by 20%. The Committee emphasised the use of perennials, and discussed the new containers at the community centres and train station.
3.
NEW BUSINESS

2008 Lieutenant Governor’s Award
Staff announced that Markham has received the first Lieutenant Governor's Ontario Heritage Award for Community Leadership. The award recognizes communities for exemplary leadership in heritage conservation and promotion. The Committee offered congratulations to staff and the Town. 
Heritage District News

Staff displayed the latest edition of the Heritage District News newsletter that is currently being distributed in Heritage Districts.

Light Pole Power
Phil Howes noted that the Association has an agreement with Powerstream to plug into the light poles for Christmas lights, however, the power supply is not consistent. Councillor Moretti advised that they should contact Powerstream to determine the maintenance/repair jurisdiction, and agreed to provide contact information to Phil.

Heritage Signs
The Committee reported that the Heritage sign at the east entrance on Highway 7 has been damaged. Staff are aware and will take action.

It was noted that several other Heritage signs need to be updated or repaired. Phil Howes agreed to provide a list to Councillor Webster.

4.
NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Main Street Markham Committee is scheduled for Wednesday March 18, 2009 at 5:30 PM in the York Room.

ADJOURNMENT 

The Second Main Street Markham Committee meeting in 2009 adjourned at 6:45 pm.

