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Origin of the Markham Foodbelt
York Region Official Plan Policies
Section 5.6

“…Agriculture is an important part of the 
regional      economy providing jobs and 
agricultural products”

“…It is important to protect the remaining 
farmland in the rural portions of the Region 
because of their importance to the Region’s 
economy and as a 
source of food”

“…To ensure that uses that would result in 
conflict with agricultural operations are not 
established in productive farming areas”
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Origin of the Markham Foodbelt
Town of Markham Official Plan
Section 3.7.3 A 

“General policies relating to lands designated
Agriculture; new, non-farm residential
development shall be strongly discouraged.”

Click With Markham
“Maintain our present farmland” …
“We can’t afford to lose any more”…
“Do not allow Markham to spread
north of Major Mackenzie”

Markham GreenPrint
Sustainability Plan

consistent with protection and 
enhancement of agriculture 3



Origin of the Markham Foodbelt
Building Markham’s
Future Together
• “Boosting local food production as a  

priority… for a sustainable community”

• “Sustaining a healthy agricultural sector  
as a key element of Markham’s plans for
the future”

Markham 2020 
Strategic

Directions for our
Economy
• “Strengthening and promoting local  

agricultural links in Markham” 4



Foodland
Markham’s Agricultural Assessment Report
• Markham, Canada’s best farmland
• Markham’s rural area is 95% Class 1 farmland 

according to the Canada Land Inventory
• Less than 0.5% of Canada is Class 1 farmland!
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Origin of the Markham Foodbelt

Provincial Policy Statement
Section 2.3.1

“…Prime agricultural areas shall be 
protected for long-term use for agriculture”

Provincial Growth Plan
• Reinforces the policies in the Provincial 

Policy Statement (PPS) to support 
agriculture

• The framework requires that prime 
agricultural areas be identified and 
protected unless required to accommodate 
projected growth.
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Agriculture: Ontario’s Second 
Largest Economic Sector  
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What Will The Markham 
Foodbelt Protect? 
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Markham Farm, 2009
Warden Ave north of Major Mackenzie Dr. 



Farm Families
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Farm Families 
Protecting Farm Families

• Remaining Farm families will continue 
to thrive and feed the Town of 
Markham & GTA

• Families whose heritage and future 
depends on farming will be protected 

• “‘…The Agricultural community is 
committed to farming in Markham…*

• Markham is loosing its farmland faster 
than any other GTA municipality. 43% 
from 2001-2006. *
*Source: Markham Agricultural Assessment, 2009
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Farm Fresh, Local Food

Markham Village Farmer’s Market
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Farm Fresh, Local Food 
Local & sustainable 
food close to market

Food security
Action on climate change - rising food  
import costs & peak oil
New opportunities for agritourism &        
artisinal foods  
More pick-your-own & local farmers   
markets

Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA)

Local food procurement 
Educational & farm experience 
opportunities
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Job Protection & Job Creation 
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Job Protection & Job Creation
Strong potential to retain &
create create new jobs
• In Canada the agricultural sector provides 1 in 8 jobs 

• Markham agriculture generates $62 million annually 

• Strong economic potential for employment growth in this sector in Markham 

• Job creation for new Canadians with farm experience & young Canadians 
wishing to farm - incubating a new & diverse generation of farmers 
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Cultural Heritage
First Nations: maintain and enhance 
the First Nations cultural

Historic Farming: maintain Town’s 
strong farming traditions

Markham farmers say: “the quality of
the land is so high in Markham, that 
as long as there is land available to 

be farmed it will be farmed”* 

Diverse Landscapes: maintain rural  
landscape & vistas

Cultural Foods: maintain diverse 
cultural food base

• *Agricultural Assessment 2009 15



Historic Farmsteads
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Flora & Fauna
Protection of biodiversity… hundreds of species 

17In all things of nature there is something of the marvelous  - Aristotle 



Greenspace
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Rivers & Streams
Protecting the Rouge 
Watershed: 

The middle and upper reaches

More than 17 tributaries, 
headwater & small streams

Aquatic habitat 

Markham Water quality

Downstream communities who  
would otherwise feel the storm-
water impacts of urbanization of
the upper and middle reaches

19

Rouge Watershed



Forests
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Recreation
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Proposed Permanent Land Use
In the Town Of Markham
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Total Size of Markham’s Class 1 Foodbelt:  2,000 
Hectares/4,940 Acres 



Vision & Goal
Our Vision:Our Vision:
•• MarkhamMarkham’’s Local Foodbelt will be a special place in the GTA consisting os Local Foodbelt will be a special place in the GTA consisting of beautiful f beautiful 

productive farmlandproductive farmland
•• ItsIts’’ long term future as a vibrant rural community will be permanentlong term future as a vibrant rural community will be permanently protected ly protected 
•• It will profitably produce diverse, healthy, local, sustainable It will profitably produce diverse, healthy, local, sustainable foods/products & will foods/products & will 

coco--exist in harmony with the surrounding natural heritage system & exist in harmony with the surrounding natural heritage system & urban urban 
communities in perpetuity. communities in perpetuity. 

Our Goal: Our Goal: 
•• To protect, restore & enhance the agricultural, cultural, historTo protect, restore & enhance the agricultural, cultural, historical, natural, scenic, ical, natural, scenic, 

recreational and economic values of Markhamrecreational and economic values of Markham’’s northern farmscapes northern farmscape
•• To promote public responsibility, understanding, appreciation & To promote public responsibility, understanding, appreciation & enjoyment of this enjoyment of this 

heritage  heritage  
•• Promote new innovations in farming, encouraging a new generationPromote new innovations in farming, encouraging a new generation of farmers to of farmers to 

thrivethrive
•• In future all progressive, resilient communities will have food In future all progressive, resilient communities will have food and farmland as an and farmland as an 

aspect of sustainable municipal planning, as part of a complete aspect of sustainable municipal planning, as part of a complete community, to community, to 
ensure food security, local economic farming viability & a stronensure food security, local economic farming viability & a strong local economy.g local economy.
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Next Steps
1. Council endorse in principle the Markham Foodbelt Proposal, and present it as part of the Growth 

Management Study for public consultations

2. That Council request the Province of Ontario to expand the Greenbelt to include permanent protection 
for all Markham’s Foodbelt Class 1 agriculture lands as outlined in the Markham Foodbelt Proposal 
report presented December 1, 2009, from the Oak Ridges Moraine to Major Mackenzie Drive

3. Council creates a Blue Ribbon Taskforce of existing farm families and ratepayers and other relevant 
stakeholders to create a plan with the goal of expanding agricultural employment and local food 
procurement in the Town of Markham 

4. Council creates a Blue Ribbon Task Force of existing industrial landowners and ratepayers and other 
relevant stakeholders  to create a plan with the goal of revitalizing existing industrial areas and creating 
40,000 new jobs 

5. Council creates  a Blue Ribbon Task Force of developers and residents and other relevant stakeholders  
to create a plan with the goal of creating a healthy, vibrant, liveable, urban village environment in the 
Town south of Major Mackenzie Drive

6. Further that the Blue Ribbon Task Force exploring residential growth consider placing a 6 story height 
limit on future development excluding major nodes served by high order transit

7. Council creates a Blue Ribbon Task Force of developers, industrial landowners, green renewable energy 
companies, farmers and residents and other relevant stakeholders to create a plan with the goal of 
having a Carbon Neutral Markham by 2020

8. Council creates a Blue Ribbon Task Force of naturalists, residents and natural heritage agencies such 
as Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) and Environment Canada to achieve the Town’s 
natural heritage polices including 30% forest cover
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Welcome to Markham’s Foodbelt!  
A First in Canada!
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