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QOctober 16, 2009

Ms Mavis Urquhart

Manager, Environmental Leadership
Town of Markham

101 Town Centre Boulevard
Markham, ON L3R 9W3

Dear Ms Urquhart; -

I am attaching additional information regarding the 2008 grant of $25,000. We are still
waiting for TRCA to give us copies of the invoices. | will forward the copies as soon as

possible,

We are also attaching an outline of our 2009 and 2010 request of $25,000 for each year. |
understand from your Treasurer that it is possible to accrue the 2009 amount and pay the
$50,000 in 2010. The process that we are following is that our new Trails Committee will
determine the Terms of Reference and select the Consultant. Both Lilli Duoba and Linda

Irvine are on this Commiittee.
Thanks you for your patience.

Sincerely,

Alan Wells

Chair

Rouge Park Alliance

Office 905 713 6038 2
Cell 416 460 6706

Attachments

cc: Lilli Duoba, Town of Markham



ROUGE PARK ALLIANCE
Report on Town of Markham Funding
2008

The Rouge Park Alliance appreciates the continuous support we receive from the Town
of Markham through a grant of $25,000. More importantly we are pleased with the on
going leadership that Deputy Mayor Heath and Councillor Shapiro provide as Members

of our Board of Directors.

In 2008 we used the Markham grant to off-set the additional costs associated with the
unbudgeted project of building a large berm in the Bob Hunter Memorial Park north of
14" Avenue and Just east of the railway tracks in Markham. We took advantage of an
opportunity to use surplus topsoil from the Box Grove development. This berm provides
a barrier from the development, road and railway line. It has become a major feature in
the park offering a lookout point and has provided exciting planting events for students
and corporate sponsors like BDO, Markham.,

The berm is located near the gateway to the Bob Hunter Memorial Park. This entrance,
trail, pathway, picnic area and interpretation area will be the first active area of Rouge
Park in Markham. The North West section will be completed in 2010 with help from

York Region.

They are listed as follows:
Archaeological assessment-$8,000 charged from TRCA

Soil run-off control - $2,500 from TRCA

Soil Analyses - $4,000 from TRCA

Equipment, vehicle and staff time - $3000 from TRCA

Total TRCA costs as shown on their account sheets attached $17,500

Rouge Park staff time by Restoration Manager 22 days at charge out rate of $350 per day

$7,500.

This project was approved after our budget process and not included in our budget. The
net revenue from this project is included in our 2009 budget.
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Map 1: Location of the Berm Site in Markham.
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Photo 1: The Berm During Construction in 2008.

Photo 2: Planting Event on the Berm in Fall 2008.
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PROJECT NAME:
Rouge Park Trail Master Plan

PURPOSE:
We are interested in hiring a consultin:

Park for the next 5-10 years.

g firm to help Rouge Park develop a trails master plan for Rouge

BACKGROUND:

As Rouge Park continues to grow new habitats, offer exciting visitor experiences, and protect important
green spaces, the partnerships we form throughout the process prove to be an integral part of the Park.
As such, the partnership with the Town of Markham has been very valuable to us, from assisting us with
habitat restoration, to the development of many of our planning documents, including the Heritage
Appreciation and Visitor Experience Plan. We have exciting plans for our park trails, both future and
existing, and we hope that the Town of Markham will help us reach the full potential of our trail system,

ek watersheds in the Greenbelt,

and represents Canada’s largest natural environment park in an urban setting. The Park offers a range of
enhanced visitor experiences, from exploring rustic hiking trails to participating in exciting wildlife
monitoring programmes. We are now in a position where striking the balance between habitat

restoration and visitor experience is more cr
meet it’s full potential as Canada’s largest urban wilderness park.

Rouge Park is proud to be part of the Greenbelt and offers a natural sanctuary to millions of people in and
around the GTA. With such close proximity to the Box Grove, Cedar Grove and Cornell communities in
Markham, the Park provides a nearby wilderness retreat for thousands of people who will embrace their
own nature and history discoveries. We offer visitors the opportunity to hike along trails that were once
ancient logging routes, see active farms, and become actively involved in the restoration and
enhancement of this valuable green space in the Protected Countryside.

THE NEED FOR A TRAILS MASTER PLAN:
® Rouge Park is a growing park. Established in 1994, Rouge Park was 2350 hectares (5800 acres)

and has since grown to 4672 hectares (11 500 acres). As new parcels of land are added, such as

the Bob Hunter Memorial Park Area and the Rouge Park East Lands in Markham, planning

documents are created to guide us in managing these lands. How Park visitors will interact with

these newly acquired lands must be considered.

* Rouge Park has a strong focus on restoring the land to a thriving and diverse habitat. In order to
plan for future restoration efforts we must first establish where the location of public use areas
thus preventing conflict between sensitive habitat and visitor impact.

e The population of the surrounding area, including Markham, is growing at a rapid pace. This, in
addition to the pressures faced by our five member municipalities, two regional governments,

ds within and surrounding Rouge Park. Our most recent

Rouge Park planning documents include the Heritage and Appreciation and Visitor Experience
Plan, the Bob Hunter Memorial Park Area Plan and our Heritage Action Plan. Our member
organizations have also developed plans that will have an impact on the Park, including the
Greenbelt Plan, York Region Pedestrian and Cycling Master Plan, and Markham's Pathways and
Trails Master Plan. With a diverse collection of plans, a comprehensive Trails Master will give us
direction for our existing and future trails, while integrating well with other existing planning

documents.

¢ There are numerous plans in place for lan



NEXT STEPS:
Rouge Park have invited their partners and other interest groups to join a Trail Master Plan committee.

This working group will establish a Terms of Reference, further outlining the goals for a Trail Master Plan.
With the TOR we will seek an outside consultant who will work in conjunction with our partners to
develop the Trail Master Plan. While our partners will be able to offer some expertise, we hope the
consultant will be able to provide the bulk of the plan and its recommendations.

TIMELINE:
This committee will convene in October, 2009. Once the committee has established a Terms of Reference

and a request for proposal, we aim to have selected a consultant by the end of 2009.

BUDGET
Rouge Park has committed $15 000 towards the creation of a Trails Master Plan and Trail Association, and

we have also received a generous grant from the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation. We are also
pursuing additional funds from our Rouge Park Alliance partners. We are asking that the Town of
Markham approve a grant of $25 000 for 2008 and an additional 25 000 for year 2010 to hire a consultant

who will assist us in developing the Rouge Park Trails Master Plan.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:
Please contact

Michelle Holmes,

Alan Wells,

Chair, Rouge Park Alliance : Manager of Visitor Experience

(905) 713-7426 {905) 713-6021
Michelle_Holmes@rougepark.com

AWells@rougepark.com




